From North Shields to
the Somme

The Story of James Austin Brown
and the Tyneside Scottish Brigade

In memory of
Frank Brown 1918 — 1999

By Alan Brown
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ihe Tynesicde Scottish

Recruiting began on Friday 16™ October 1914. 20 days later
4000 men had volunteered. 4 Battalions were formed.

In December 1914 Brigadier-General Trevor Ternan was
recalled from retirement to command the unit.

Training was mainly carried out at Alnwick.

In June 1915 the unit was designated the 102" Brigade,
20t — 23rd Battalions Northumberland Fusiliers.

They were more usually known as the 15t, 21d, 31d and
4t Tyneside Scottish.



Along with the 1015t Brigade (two Edinburgh Battalions,
the Cambridge Battalion and the Grimsby Chums) and

1031 Brigade (Tyneside Irish) the 102" Brigade made up
34t Division.






Recruits at shooting rifle practice




James Austin Brown

Enlisted on 215t July 1915.
Had a wife and 5 children.
Owned a thriving boot and shoe making business.
Was given the Regimental Number 22/1745.

Had previously tried to join the Army to serve in
the Boer War when he was only 15.
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1the move to France

On 18t August 1915 the unit moved to Ludgershall on
Salisbury Plain.

They moved to Longbridge Deverill on 261 September.

In January 1916 the unit was given embarkation
leave, which nearly-all the men spent at home.

The unit began the move to France on 10" January.



Initially the unit was encamped in locations around St
Omer, which they had reached by train from Le
Havre and Boulogne.

On 23" January the Tyneside Scottish marched the 8
miles to Steenbecque.
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Steenbeque - the Tyneside Scottish arrived here on 23 January 1916



Eventually, on 15t February they moved up to an
area behind the front line near Armentieres.
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Eront line routine

A unit would spend between 4 and 15 days in the forward
trenches, sometimes within 50 yards of the enemy.

When relieved they moved to second-line trenches, perhaps
100-200 yards back.

At night they would often have to move forward to help
repair the forward trenches.

After a few days here-the unit would move to a rear area but
were still likely to be within range of enemy artillery.

At night they would move supplies up to the forward
trenches or repair roads and railways.

After a week or 10 days the cycle would be repeated.



After 1 or 2 months the whole unit would withdraw several
miles, usually beyond shelling range.

Whilst here they would rest, train and help with transport
and repairs.

They often lived In barns etc. above ground and could
move around freely.

After about a month it would be back to the front!

Occasionally the entire Division would withdraw into reserve,
miles back from the front line, where they would train and
rehearse attacks.

The Tynesiders lived this life in February and March 1916.
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Rue du Bois, the Tyneside Scottish front line in March 1916




The headstone of
Private Delaney, the
first Tyneside
Scottish casualty




The Tynesiders were withdrawn from the front line on 7t
April and began the march back to St Omer.

The march covered 47 miles and took 5 days, ending in the
villages of Mentque and Nortleulinghem, just west of St
Omer.

The men were allowed to rest for a day on 13t April.

And then began training in the land around the two
villages, which closely resembled the Somme area.
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Near Mentque, the Tyneside Scottish training area in April 1916




e move to the Somme area

On 61 May the Tyneside Scottish moved south by train to
Amiens.

The Battalion arrived at Longeau on the 6" May 1916.

From Longeau they marched to Albert, arriving on the
11" May.
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On 3" June 1916 3 Tyneside Scottish moved into the
front line between Dernancourt and Becourt Chateau,
Immediately behind the British front line.



Several TS casualties are buried in the Becourt Wood Cemetery



ihe Battle of the Somme
The Battle opened on 15t July 1916.

At 7.28am two huge mines exploded under the
German positions.

At 7.30am the men climbed out of their trenches
and the advance began.

The shelling-and the mines were supposed to have
cut the wire and put the defenders out of action.

Unfortunately they had done neither, with tragic
consequences.



A British gun crew on the
Somme — the artillery
bombardment lasted for 7
days before the actual battle




The men were ordered to advance at a walk.

They were strung out in a line across the battlefield.

Each man was carrying about 80lbs of equipment.

They were not supposed to stop for the wounded or
seek cover.



Waiting for action



The barbed wire had not been cut, and men either
became entangled in it...

or channelled into the few gaps which had been
made by the shelling.

The bombardment of the previous 7 days alerted
the Germans, who hid in deep dugouts.

As soon as the mines exploded, they returned to
their positions and began machine-gunning the
advancing British.



The Tyneside Irish advanced on the north side of La Boiselle
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James Brown was wounded in the valley between the first and second lines

of British trenches.



Advance on up the slope towards the woods at the top.



The 4 advancing Tyneside Scottish Battalions all lost
their commanding officers in no man’s land.

Many men from the 3" TS, starting from the second line
of British trenches, never even reached the first line.

Some men did reach the German trenches but were
pushed back and regrouped in the mine crater by 8am.

Of the 2000 men who left the trenches, only 7
officers and 200 men reached the crater.

Major Acklom was now the senior surviving
officer and he took command.



‘Lochnager Crater' — the farthest point reached by the remnants of the Tyneside Scottish



During the second day, units of 19t Division took the
next line of German trenches.

The men In the crater received machine guns,
mortars, ammunition, and food and water.

They also managed to bury the dead and evacuate
some of the wounded.

By midnight-on the second day they had been
reduced to 2 officers and 155 men.

Finally at 10pm on the third day they were
relieved and returned to their reserve position.



nesicde Scottisnicasualties

Of the approximately 1000 soldiers in each Battalion:

15t TS lost 26 officers and 605 men killed or wounded.
2"d TS |ost 21 officers and 457 men killed or wounded.
3rd TS lost 22 officers and 577 men killed or wounded.

41 TS lost 18 officers and 622 men killed or wounded.

On 5" July Lt Gen Sir W P Pulteney visited 34t Division and
the Tyneside Scottish managed to parade 700 men.



What nappened to Private Brown?

He was listed as ‘missing presumed killed’. This was
reported in the Newcastle Daily Journal of 14t August.

In fact, he had been wounded, but it was several days
before he was found in no man’s land.

The Newcastle Daily Journal of 315t August
recorded the fact that he was no longer ‘missing’.

The facts were also reported in the St George's
Gazette but not until October and December 1916.



What happened to the wounded?
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Tending wounded in a trench



The wounded would be taken to either the Regimental Aid Post, which
was often only yards behind the front line...




...or a Field Hospital, farther back but still within range of the enemy
guns.




A stretcher case comes In



Walking Wounded' might be moved on foot to a Divisional Collecting

Station.




More serious cases would then be evacuated to a Casualty
Clearing Station, often under canvas.

To a permanent building, which may or may not have been a
hospital before the War.

Or to a Base Hospital, usually a large purpose built hospital
serving a wide area of the battlefield.

Men who could-not be successfully treated here were sent
back to the UK — they had received a 'Blighty One'.

Soldiers who made a full recovery were eventually returned
to the front line.



Motor ambulances were used to move the wounded where necessary.




Another way of moving the wounded!



The inauguration of the Tyneside Memorial Seat in the 1920s
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The Memorial Seat in 1992.



Altermath

The Medal Rolls at Kew show that James Austin Brown
was entitled to the War Medal and the Victory Medal.

He was also awarded the Silver War Badge, for men
who had served but were invalided out of the Army.

This was to prevent such men being branded
cowards If they were not obviously unfit for service.
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After returning to England, James Brown spent
some time In hospital in WWarminster.

He was discharged from the Army on 15™ June
1917, due to ‘sickness’. Doctors gave him 6
months to live.

He returned to North Shields and resumed
running his boot and shoe making business.

He spent every winter in a hospital in Durham
specialising in the treatment of breathing
difficulties.

He would hide under a table every time there was
a loud noise such as thunder.



Despite the doctor’s predictions, James Austin
Brown lived until 1945, dying on 2" November.

This was just two weeks after his son Flintoff
returned from the Far East, where he had been a
prisoner of war of the Japanese.






